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the Aymara community of Bolivia, he is widely recognized as a voice of moderation.”

Mr. Ari's sifuation recalls the case of Tariq Ramadan, a prominent Swiss Muslim scholar who was
appointed to a tenured professorship at the University of Notre Dame in 2004 but was unable to
assume the post after the federal government revoked his visa (The Chronicle, September 10, 2004).
Mr, Ramadan subsequently took a position at a British university.

In January the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit challenging a provision of the USA
Patriot Act that was used to deny a visa to Mr. Ramadan. In the lawsuit, the ACLU said the

government was using the provision broadly to exclude from the United States people whose views it
disfavors.

'Derogatory Information’

Last June, shortly after it hired Mr. Ad, the University of Nebraska paid 81,000 for an expedited
application to the U.S. immigration service to have him declared eligible to apply for a visafora
professional job in the United States. Now, nine months later, the service's Web site shows the
application as "pending." :

The university says it has not received any explanation from the immigration service, which is part of
the Department of Homeland Security.

But it appears that the government has classified Mr. Ari as a threat to American security. Mr. Ari had
been living in the Washington area when he was hired by Nebraska, and returned home to Bolivia for
what he expected would be a short stay to settle his affairs and pick up a new visa. But when he
visited the U.S. Consulate last summer in the Bolivian capital, La Paz, U.S. officials took his passport
and stamped "canceled" over his student visa, which was about to expire anyway.

Asked about the situation, a spokeswoman at the State Department's Bureau of Consular Affairs
checked Mr. Ari's file and said the cancellation of his old visa was done under a terrorism-related
section of U.S. legislation on the granting of visas. "We have derogatory information that renders him
ineligible," she said, but declined to add any further information.

Reached by telephone at his home in La Paz, Mr. Ari described being in a kind of limbo, waiting for
the United States to make a decision on his case. Initially, when he was unable to refurn to the United
States, he worked in a real-estate agency "just to pay the bills," he said. Now he has a temporary
teaching job at Bolivia's biggest public institution, the Greater University of San Andrés.

Mr. Ari is one of only a few members of Latin America's large indigenous population to have attained
a Ph.D. When he enrolled at a university two decades ago, however, "it was very hard to get a higher
education in Bolivia if you had an indigenous pame," he said. So he applied under an assumed name,
"Juan Arias.” Only halfway through his graduate studies in the United States did he decide to start
using his real name again.

Mr. Ari said that he considers the United States his second "fatherland," adding that "many indigenous
people think I'm too pro-American.”

"It must be some big mistake,” he said of his situation, adding, "I believe in justice. The truth will win
out."
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Bolivian professor coming
to UNL

BY MELISSA LEE / Lincoin Journal Star
Thursday, Jul 19, 2007 - 06:53:43 pm
coT

Waskar Ari's long wait in Belivia is finally
coming to an end. Hired two years ago by
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to
teach in the Department of History, Ari
said he has been cleared at last to enter
the United States. He said he received a
passport and work visa from the U.S.
Consulate in La Paz late Thursday
afternoon.

And he’ll be here soon: Ari wrote in an e-
mail fo the Journal Star he expects to
arrive in Lincoln before Aug. 20 and is
planning to teach two classes this fall.

“] think 1 am committed for life with UNL,"
he wrote. “They were extraordinarily
helpful.”

Thursday’s news came more than four
months after UNL sued the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security,
demanding the department either act on
Art's work visa petition or explain why Ari
had been kept waiting.

Homeland Security offered no official
response to UNL's lawsuit, but in May, it
approved Ari's work visa petition without
explanation, giving hope the final step in
his journey to Nebraska — a work visa
from the U.S. Consulate — was near.

It was.

it all goes as planned, Ari will be on
campus a week before fall classes begin
Aug. 27. He says he's prepared to teach
courses on Latin American colonial
history and colonial Mexico.

The history department has begun
clearing out an office for him, UNL
spokeswoman Kelly Bartling said.

“We're all just really pleased that the
situation has been resolved,” she said.

UNL hired Ari in early 2005, just before
he earned a doctoral degree from
Georgetown University. He was touted as
a top draw because of his expertise on
Latin American indigenous communities.
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But in June, when Ari stopped home in
Bolivia for & quick farnily visit, he found
his student visa had been canceled and
he could not get a replacement work visa
to return to the United States because
the U.S. government had discovered
“derogatory information” in his file.

Ari's Washington.-based lawyer, Michael
Maggio, believes Ari may have been
linked to Bolivian President Evo Morales,
a frequent and harsh critic of the Bush
administration.

Maggio, who represented UNL in its
fawsuit pro bono, said such links were
“totally baseless.”

The case attracted substantial media
coverage and public support for Ari,
Maggio said, which may have helped
compel the government to approve the
visa petition.

Still, Maggio said, his office has received
ne word from Homeland Security on why
it had been concerned about Ari or why it
ultimately gave him the green light.

But he said it was the right decision.

“Finally, justice prevails,” he said. “The
vefting that Dr, Ari has endured is just
short of what someone goes through to
hecome a saint.”

During the delay, Ari said, he spent time
lecturing throughout Bolivia and taught
and did research at Universidad Mayor
de San Andres.

Now he says he’s ready to begin a new
chapter.

1 cannot wait to arrive fo Lincoln," he
wrote. “It cost me two years of my life.”

Reach Melissa Lec af 473-2682 or
miee@journalstar.com.
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